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part of the great collection of buildings now known
by that name. There the Cardinal lived for many
years, and there he died.

He chose a site near the Louvre, in a quarter
where there was room for extensive grounds. It
is now in the very heart of Paris, but at that
period there were few buildings in the vicinity, and
open fields stretched to the city walls. The pres-
ent Rue des Petits Champs (the .Street of the
Little Fields) commemorates the condition of this
portion of the city when Richelieu chose it for his
residence.

On the site of his palace formerly stood one of
the most famous of Parisian houses. In the early
part of the century the Hdtel Rambouillet was as
celebrated a rendezvous of wits and litterateurs as
was the Holland House two centuries later. The
salon was presided over by the famous Marquise de
Rambouillet, whose praises were sung by all the
poets of her day, and it was one of the first of the
Parisian salons which was open to the aristocracy of
brains as well as to the aristocracy of birth. The
marquise herself designed the residence, and it
formed an epoch in domestic architecture and deco-
ration. She discarded the sombre hues, the dark
and cheerless rooms of feudal buildings. Windows
were made larger, the interior arrangement was
more convenient. Red and tan had been the almost
universal colours for interiors, and a prodigious
sensation was produced in society when Mme. de
Rambouillet threw open to her guests the blue
chamber, furnished in blue velvet and adorned withhad taken theeach
